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After you are done exploring, 
take your completed mission 
back to The Shop and share 
your work with the Expedition 
Discovery Volunteer to claim 
your pin!

Date of Exploration: _____________

Time of Exploration:_____________

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

YOUR MISSION
TREE-VEL THE WORLD

Let’s take a trip through the trees! There are thousands of different kinds 
of trees that can be found all over the world, and here at Fairchild, we can 
grow trees from the tropics. 

1. Use your map reading skills, and look for the pathway between 
 #2 and #6 on your map. You are looking for a tall tree with unique
bark, Eucalyptus deglupta. Hint: It has a very colorful trunk!

•	 Use your senses to observe the tree. How does it feel? If you could
    name this tree, what would you call it? 

__________________________________________________

•	 The common name for this tree is rainbow eucalyptus. Using your plant 
detective skills, how many colors do you see? It is colorful because it sheds 
its bark in layers and not all at once like other trees. Each layer reveals a 
different color. 

__________________________________________________

•	 Each tree we visit is like going on a tiny trip. This tree is from the islands 
north of Australia, like the Philippines and Papua New Guinea. 

Your Mission, Should You Choose to Accept it:
TREE-VEL THE WORLD

2. Use your explorer skills to locate #8 on your map, then look across 
the path, and find the tree, Ceiba speciosa, also called the silk floss tree. In 
Spanish, it’s sometimes called toborochi (the shelter tree). 

•	 The silk floss tree has a unique adaptation for protecting itself. What do 
you see on this tree’s trunk? Would you climb this tree? Why? 

__________________________________________________

•	 This tree is from South America, specifically Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay 
and Uruguay.  Do you know anyone from there? 

__________________________________________________

•	 The fruits of this tree are filled with a fluff that looks like silk. Birds 
sometimes use this for their nests. Do you spot any birds nearby?

READY EXPLORERS, LET’S GO!

Draw a bird building a nest



3. The last tree we are searching for today is Couroupita guianensis, 
also known as the Cannonball tree. Look for #17 on your map, then 
find the huge tree with a tangle of small branches crawling down the trunk. 

This tree might get its name from its cannonball-shaped fruits, but it is 
famous for its unusual flowers. Find a flower and sketch it.
How does it smell? 

______________________________________________________

•	 This tree takes our journey to the northern part of South America, 
especially Guyana. 

•	 Now that you have seen our favorite trees, take a picture with your 
favorite tree at Fairchild!

3. All great explorers record their adventures
• What was the most interesting thing you saw today?

______________________________________________________
• What is one thing you learned today?

______________________________________________________
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