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TRAVEL « THINGS TO DO

These Are America's Most
Gorgeous Botanical Gardens

You don't have to travel to a national park to reconnect with nature.

By Matt Meltzer, and Kastalia Medrano
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Get back out there with a trip to a botanical garden. | Cole Saladino/Thrillist

While our country has some awe-inspiring national parks, for the majority of people who dwell in

cities, getting there isn't always easy. Cherry blossom season across the country is beautiful, but
not everyone can make it in time to catch the blooms. And, sure, there are a wealth of great city
parks built specifically to deliver us from chaos—but should a cloudless, sunny day dare rear its

beautiful head, chaos in the form of overzealous picnickers is sure to follow.

For a real oasis, a slice of private forest amid the urban jungle, and time to reconnect with nature
after too many days spent staring at screens, find your way to one of America’s best botanical
gardens—one or two of which may sit right in your backyard.

Is that Lady Danbury | see? | Caurtesy of Filoli
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Filoli Botanical Garden

Bayside, California

Kicking off with the entry with the catchiest name, Filoli looks like something straight out of
Bridgerton and feels a litle bitlike walking through a floral-scented dream, Tended to by 14 full-
time horticulturists,this s an ideal place for those who want o pretend they're in  fairy tale.

‘Wander through the Walled Garden, featuring 10-foot-high brick walls and divided up further by
hedges so that you can get your own personal taste of paradise; a working fruit and vegetable

garden and pool pavilion; and-how convenient for you!—a 54,256 square-foot, 56-room, ballroom-

equipped palace (aka The House) fitfor royalty. By the time you're through, you'll be singing to
birds and squirrels like a bonafide Disney princess.

Atlanta Botanical Garden

Atlants, Georgia

No, that's not Mother Nature in the flesh (or rather, in the florals) you're looking at here: it's the 25-
th G sculpeure at Atlanta . Although she’s certainly one of the
park’s most assets—not to mention ly manicured, ly
malntenance to keep her foliage and more than 18,000 annuals looking immaculate—shes not the
only thing here that'll keep you oof-ing and ahh-ing.

foot

‘There are indoor and outdoor displays featuring flora from all over the world, 20-plus species of
carnivorous plants, more than 2,000 varfeties of orchids, some 200 types of magnolias, over 80
kinds of maples—you name it, and it's almost certainly here. There are also a score of events and
exhibitions that run year-round, as well as garden-inspired classes that'll teach you everything

from sketching and cooking to the art of origami.

TR Pt s h Skl bt B AT
New York Botanical Garden

The Bronx, New York

Central Park will forever be the most renowned urban respite for perpetually cramped New
Yorkers, but nothing relaxes a city dweller fike a rip to the NYBG. The park spans more than 250
acres, Including 50 acres of preserved forestiand and 50 gardens with more than a million specles
of plants.

s alsoh i the Enid A. Haupe Conservatory,
where guests walk from desert to tropical landscapes and see the world's largest collection of
indoor palm trees. The garden is more than just an exhibition: it educates some 90,000
underserved students a year and even hoasts its own printing company.

i s,

Missouri Botanical Garden

St. Louis, Missouri

Imagine you retire at 39, but the year Is 1840 5o there are no Ferraris or Gulfstreams to blow your
money on. What would you do? Create an American botanical garden in the style of the great ones
of Europe, of course. That's what Henry Shaw did when he developed the 75 acres that surrounded
his country home into one of the most beautiful places in Middle America.
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Seattle, Washington
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though. Step outof by
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United States Botanic Garden

Washington, DC

DC is more than fust cherry blossoms. The idea of a garden on the National Mall was first floated
by Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and ate 1700s.

1520, 1850, and 1933, The ga

huge—it occuples only a couple of city blocks—but s a serene, scenic respite in the shadow of the
S Captol.

‘which make for handy places
the winter. h pens up , 85,000
square- ostla (Southeast DC)

the national garden. And it
this way, the whole thing i free for visitors.

Allerton and McBryde Gardens
Koloa, Kauai, Hawaii
These may not butf you happen Kaua, they

visit. in the Lawal Valley,
in only !
established They p the National Tropica! Botnical
Gards Hawallan Islands

shore of Kaual, a ugar pl

lcal paradise

public. collection of Earth and
offer the only access to Allerton Beach. And in McBryde Garden, you can take 8 hidden trall toa
seldom-seen waterfall
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Fort Worth Botanic Garden

Fort Worth, Texas
Dallas sometimes overlooked sibling city is not only home to one of the best 2005 in the nation, ft
als0 rocks this grand botanical garden—the oldest in Texas. The 110-acre property has 22 gardens
and 2,500 species of plants, and admission to the main garden s free.

For a few bucks, though, you can wander through the kol pools, stone bridges, and waterfalls of the
the 1 fol 3. Next door s the Botanical Research

Instirute of Texas, d teach visitors about what's in
the gardens.

Do Do il it thre. | emine ramavEautencc

Kanapaha Botanical Gardens

Gainesville, Florids

‘Many of the students University of he place exists, and
‘The paths here wind h moss, and

through a rose garden, rock garden, and butterfly gardens.

The park ? f bamboos, the biggest herb
garden in the Southeast, and ponds full of glant Victorian water llies. At the parks edge, visitors
can relax on a bench and enjoy sweeping views of 250-acre Lake Kanapaha.

Brooklyn Botanic Garden

Brookiyn,
While the New York Botanical Garden elivers Mother Nature to the Bron, this century-plus-old,
52-acre botanical garden gives Brookiynites a serlously beautiful dose of greenery. Although its
home to one of the best the ¢ (which you should

New York

y catch f you're in town during this one wows just about any time of year,
attracting more than a million annual visitors in the process.

‘The most popular f this one by far is the Japanese , featuring a toril

gate and a small Shinto shrine, but you'll also find 2 Native Flora Garden, s Rose Garden, &

Shakespeare Garden, and more. In any case, there are 16,000 kinds of plants from all over the
vorid h n you'llfind a floral fa

>y

San Francisco Botanical Garden

San Francisco, California
1t no wonder that San Francisco, with weather that shifts quicker than a Game of Thrones

plotline, can p y the world. The 55-
home 105,000 of plants,
from all parts of the world.
- " tains? Check. Native California
f China? Sure! Why not! And
15 San Francisco, afer all.

Gardens & Mansion State Historic Park

Canandsigus, New York

The Gilded Age mansion (named for the German transiation of *sunny hilF) i really the undercard
New Park I ped g

‘make up one of only two public gardens in the New York State Parks system.

Here, you'll be greeted d

offer up the sart of 5 expectin a garden ,
blue and red perennials, and
he Sub. fear ble fountain, 4 a deep poal. This
lies on donations, your don at the door.
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Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens d S / S

Columbus, Ohio

That great rock '’ roll philosopher Dick Valentine once asked, "What's so great about a buckeye?"
Clearly, Dick had never been to the Franklin Park Conservatory, where in addition to housing 400
plant specles ranging from tropical to Himalayan, there's also an incubator for buckeye trees.

Ohio's state tree aside, this park was also the first in America to have a seasonal butterfly
exhibition, where for the past 22 years tropical butterflies have fluttered through the Pacific Island
‘Water Garden. Franklin Park is also home to a Hot Shop where visitors can watch artists blow
glass. And every night, the John F. Wolfe Palm House is lit up by 7,000 LED lights, creating an in-
park explosion of color after dark.

Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden

Dallas, Texas

Say this for Texans: they really do go all-out. The DFW Metroplex boasts two of the best botanical
gardens In America, the more famous of which is this 66-acre park that opened in 1984. The park
and arboretum is home to 19 gardens—there’s a magnolia glade, a pecan grove, even trial gardens
where scientists see how various plants react to the North Texas environment.

1t's also home to the biggest spring flower festival in the Southwest with 500,000 blooms park-wide.
And in the fall? The gardens are saturated with 50,000 pumpkins. Definitely come back here in the
fall.

cal gurcan. |Photn coartevy of Fareade Trazical Geders

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden

Coral Gables, Florida

Located far down Old Cutler Road from the steel and glass high-rises of Brickell, and across

Biscayne Bay from the bright lights of South Beach, this 83-acre tropical oasis sits as a shady

escape in Miamf{'s coolest suburb. Here visitors can get a taste of what Miami was like before the
vamps were dredgs g! gardens, pine rocklands, and palm savannahs dot the

landscape, while flamingos huddle in the shallow lakes under the palms.

The collections here are impressive, to say the least: 40 species of tropical birds at the Wings of the
Troplcs Conservancy, and another 450 species of rare plants in the 16,500sqft Tropical Plant
Conservancy. While communing with nature might not be ar the top of everyone's Miami to-do list,
a trip here feels more tropical than almost anywhere in the city.
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Desert Botanical Garden

Phoenix, Arizons

This is a particularly fun one; botanical gardens need not be green to be lush. The folks at the
Arlzona Natlve Plant Society, who established this place in 1939, wanted to educate people about
the unique plant and animal life of the Sonoran Desert, as well as the people who call it home.

The result is this 140-acre garden in Papago Park where five different walking loops take visitors
through desert wildflowers, arid herb gardens, and lessons about how people have long lived in the
desert. It boasts 50,000 plants throughout the five trails, and—if you go when it's not 110 degrees
ourside—it's a scenic, educational way to enjoy the warm Arizona sunshine.

ey .‘lel-l\:ﬁ‘ﬂv“ g Tures -1"\'!\'!
International Rose Test Garden

Portand, Oregon

Though a rose garden isn't technically a botanical garden, PORTLAND DOESN'T NEED TO PLAY BY
YOUR RULES, MAN! It's also the Rose City, so logic would dictate it would be home to a place
designated to test new varleties of roses, including one of only six gardens to test miniature roses.
The place has more quirks: its individual rose plots have names like Neil Diamond, Prima Donna,
and Baby Boomer, and the Shakespeare Garden was originally intended to only include plant life
mentioned in the Bard's plays.

The whole thing sits on only 4.5 terraced acres, most of which have sweeping views of Downtown
Portland, the Willamette River, and—on clear days—Mount Hood. And if you haven't gotten your

fill, the Rose Garden is in Portland's | Park, you can stroll over to the
city’s lush Japanese Garden or hike through a patch of old-growth forest to the famous Hoyt
Arboretum.
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