
British Parliamentary 
Debate Workshop



Let’s learn about you

What is your level of debate experience?

A. I am brand new to debate

B. I have debated in 3 or LESS tournaments

C. I have debated in MORE than 3 tournaments 
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Registration Procedure
Each school will be allowed to enter two teams.

Each team will have two students.

Each school can designate two alternates*. 

Each team will compete in two debates. 

* Alternates could only compete with approval from tournament staff. 

NO INTENTIONAL SUBSTITUTIONS WILL BE ALLOWED! 
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Tournament Format

Team 1 will compete in rounds 1 & 3

Team 2 will compete in rounds 2 & 3

Only 4 teams will make it to Round 4

Students will not know ahead of time which topics will be discussed in each round, and 
they will not know which side they will be defending until the day of the tournament.

Students need to be prepared to debate both sides of all four topics.
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Round 1 Pairing
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2019 Debate Topics
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The British Parliamentary Format
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Student Speeches

Each student will give one five-minute speech per round. 

The first and last minute of each speech is “protected time.” No interruptions are allowed. 

From 1:01 - 3:59 in each speech, the members of the opposing bench can rise to ask a 
question (POI). Time does not stop for questioning.  :15 limit on questions.

Speakers can choose whether or not to answer the question. Answering 3 questions per 
team is expected. 
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Speaking Roles
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Speaker Duties

Overview

Earlier in debate  Later in debate

Setup ground, create reference points Go more in depth, focus on winner

Cover what’s expected Harp on what was forgotten

Informational decorations Informational decorations

Setup the back-half Keep alive what matters
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Prime Minister Speech 

Provide context to set up the debate. 

Define, contextually, any terms from the motion that 
need to be defined. 

a. Include a visualization step
b. Describe any limitations to the motion 
c. Don’t ever “place set” the debate

Introduce two macro (big picture) arguments
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LO, DLO, MG, MO Speeches

Pivot statement - One sentence that distinguishes difference between previous speaker and yourself. 

Refute the main points of the previous speech. (not a line by line) 

Try to generate offense off your responses. 

Turns - Change the direction of an argument

Non-Unique - Prove there are other factors that cause the argument to happen

Introduce a new argument (or two) 

Extend a previous argument. Build on something already established in round by your bench and add 
more depth to it.  
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Whip Speeches (GW & OW)

Summarize the debate through one of the following techniques:

Central Questions

What were the main questions being asked in this round. Summarize both sides, compare 
and weigh arguments.

The Formula

a. Extend an argument from the front half
b. Stress the significance of your partner’s argument
c. Emphasize the team line. 

No new arguments during these speeches
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Things to avoid

Knifing - As the lower house, you contradict or depart from 

the language of the upper house. 

New arguments in the last speech - Don’t do it. 

Do not rehash arguments by previous speakers
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Judging

Each round will be decided by a panel of three 
judges. 

Judges will rank the teams 1st - 6th per round. 

Students will also be given individual speaker 
points on a 1 - 100 point scale. Individual top 
speakers will be recognized. 

The total rankings from all rounds will be 
combined; these points will determine the top 
schools in the debate. 
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Structuring Arguments

Step by Step

1. Assertion - State your claim. What you’re trying to prove

2. Thesis - What’s the principled reason to support the claim?

3. Reasoning - Walk the judge through the logic / syllogistically

4. Evidence - Show things in reality that support / oppose the logic

5. Significance - Explain the short term & long term implications

6. Results - Why must the judge act on this new information?
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Structuring Arguments - Thesis

Establishing the Thesis

Make it a clear and succinct call to action

Tie it to an existing value common social goal

Appeal to society’s Superego

Common values found in Thesis: 

Justice, Equity, Progress, Peace, Morality
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Structuring Arguments - Reasoning

Creating the Reasoning

Follow a logical progression. 

Start with something obvious or grounded.

Explain each connection to the next premise. 

Too many premises, means there is more you 
have to defend and makes your argument 
vulnerable to attack. 

Read your audience as you traverse from A - b - c 
- d. Some steps may require more explanation
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Evidence Hierarchy
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Structuring Arguments - Significance

Pointing out the Significance of an argument

Look at the effects of the argument. If we 
believe your assertion to be true, what are 
the effects / consequences

Short term - immediate future (within 5 
years)

Long term - What type of precedent 
does this set for the future? (more 
principled)

Can frame positively (benefits gained) or 
negatively (harms avoided). Be consistent
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Structuring Arguments - Results

Wrapping up the Results of an argument

Why is judge action or support on this 
issue necessary?

 

Should tie back to call for action stated in 
the assertion. 

Make this concise and persuasive in tone 
and word choice. 
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Let’s Structure an Argument 

This house believes that zoos 
should be eliminated. 

Step by Step

1. Assertion - State your claim. What you’re trying to prove

2. Thesis - What’s the principled reason to support the claim?

3. Reasoning - Walk the judge through the logic / syllogistically

4. Evidence - Show things in reality that support / oppose the 

logic

5. Significance - Explain the short term & long term implications

6. Results - Why must the judge act on this new information?
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Demonstration Debate

Motion: This House would abandon nuclear power

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCMPB187CiI
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Practice debate setup

Take a quick break

When we return, you will be randomly paired in breakout 
rooms and have 15 minutes to prepare with your team for a 

practice debate. 

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDA3NTEzNTcwMDM3NDkyNjMyNDIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFlTVRHT01welNTYzZ1TjE1VHp1Y0ZmXy03MVBZUHplc25DTl9jZmIxVDd3IiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc4YmI4YThmYTUxXzBfNDE0IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxZU1UR09NcHpTU2M2dU4xNVR6dWNGZl8tNzFQWVB6ZXNuQ05fY2ZiMVQ3dy83MDY3YWQ4ZS02MzQ1LTQ1ODItOWQ1Ny0yN2M5ZWNjMzQxNzcifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Practice Topic

Motion: This House would 
prioritize deep sea over deep 

space exploration.

When you get into your teams, decide speaking 
order FIRST, then spend the rest of the time 
preparing arguments.  

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDE1MDAwNzgyNzI3NjIzODIxMzYiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFrYVRKbnFOMDBWNHl3N013NDhSVmdaMDF6QUtZbzNEcVA0Z1lvVXlBbEtNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImcxMDMzMWQ1OGE5Y18xXzgzIiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxa2FUSm5xTjAwVjR5dzdNdzQ4UlZnWjAxekFLWW8zRHFQNGdZb1V5QWxLTS83MzBmYjczZS04ODViLTQzN2EtYTFjZC1jNWJhYmRjY2NmZjYifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


WHY JOIN SPEECH & DEBATE?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDE1MDAwNzgyNzI3NjIzODIxMzYiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFrYVRKbnFOMDBWNHl3N013NDhSVmdaMDF6QUtZbzNEcVA0Z1lvVXlBbEtNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImcxMDMzMWQ1OGE5Y18wXzkiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFrYVRKbnFOMDBWNHl3N013NDhSVmdaMDF6QUtZbzNEcVA0Z1lvVXlBbEtNLzg0ZTRhMjFkLTBjZGYtNDc1Ni04Y2QyLWFmM2IxYmNjNmI1OCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier

