
Lee Adams 
(1922-1971) 

The Audubon of Botanical Paintings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quote by Bert Zuckerman, Fairchild Tropical Garden historian, in his book, “The Dream Lives On”, about FTG’s 1st 50 years.



Moulton Lee Adams 

•Born  1922 – Jacksonville 
•Very sick child – Asthma 
•In bed for 1 year (age 6) 
•Moved to Mandarin 

•For cleaner air 
•Sketched plants & animals 

•To stay busy 
•Scholarship to UNC 
•Graduated Rollins College 

•Botany degree 
•Brother Tom 

•Florida Sec of State/Lt Gov 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a sick child that was to be out of school and at home for 1 year, his mother bought him paper and paints to keep him occupied; he loved painting plants and animals
He had no art training, but he continued to practice his botanical and animal paintings while in college
He decided to study botany to have the knowledge to make sure that his paintings of plants were scientifically correct



 “Realism” 
• Sketch the subject 

– In pencil 
– With plant in view 

• Place paper on glass 
• Wet paper  

– With damp rags 
– To open pores 

• Paint with watercolors 
– Pure pigment for darker 
– Add water for lighter 

• 3-4 days/painting 



The Kampong  
(1945) 

• Dr. George Opdyke 
– Winter Park resident 
– Art critic; author 
– Recognised Adams’ 

talent in Rollins College 
exhibition 

• Contacted David 
Fairchild 
– For botanical opinion 

• Fairchild funded 
Kampong visit 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Picture is of Lee Adams holding a painting of a Kent Mango – one of the garden’s 23 Lee Adams works
It was painted at The Kampong in 1945 – here Lee is holding the painting
The Kampong employees are standing next to a smudge pot that was used to ward off mosquitoes
Dr. George H Opdyke, Winter Park, FL resident, art conneussier and author of “Art and Nature Appreciation”, noticed Lee Adams work at a student art exhibition at Rollins College in the early 1940’s. He was interested in sponsoring Adams, but wasn’t sure about the botanical accuracy of his work so he contacted David Fairchild, a friend, to arrange a visit to The Kampong for Lee Adams.



Lee Adams 

• 1st Fruit painting (1945) 
– Kent Mango 
– 1st visit to Kampong 

• Fairchild impact 
– Family friendship began 
– Vacationed at The 

Kampong 
– Undertook “all” tropical 

fruit paintings 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lee Adams and his family spent summer vacations at The Kampong from 1949 – 1953; while the Fairchild’s were at their summer home in Nova Scotia
Lee married in 1949 and named their 1st (of 3) daughters Marian – after Marian Fairchild
Trips to Miami stopped in 1954 upon David Fairchild’s passing
David Fairchild guided and pushed Adams to undertake painting all of the tropical fruits, as he wanted a USA traveling exhibition to introduce tropical fruits to the USA population
He arranged for Adams to stay with Wilson Popenoe in Guatemala and he was hosted by the United Fruit Company so he could paint fruit from the Lancetilla Botanic Garden. Fairchild funded some of these travel costs that also took Adams to Mexico and Cuba.
By the late 1940’s he had painted about 100 tropical fruits
However, sales were few as people were no longer interested in still life scenes



Tropical Fruit 
• Touring exhibit 
• 48 fruit “portraits” 
• “Lee Adams is making a 

real contribution to the 
cultural, educational and 
artistic life of America” 
– David Fairchild 

• 100+ completed by 1950 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
David Fairchild came up with the label “portrait” for Lee Adams’ still life fruit paintings
I recognized an amazing talent, and realized that we had found the man to illustrate the tropical fruit of the world. With a fund established by Dr. George Opdyke, Lee Adams reached Guatemala, Cuba, Mexico, Honduras and other places in the hemisphere where the fruits of the tropical areas of both continents have been planted. Into the dooryards of Latin Americans and Indians, into the lush botanical gardens of the great fruit companies, and into the jungles themselves, the quest led.”



Adams 1st Palm Paintings 
Davis House - 1957 

Aiphanes acanthophylla Ptychosperma macarthurii 

• (Bob P note – Lester 
Pancoast article in Principes, 
39(1), 1995, pp 42-45 
states, “Aiphanes 
acanthophylla … was to be 
the first of what was to 
become a series of 20” by 
30” watercolors … to hang 
in the Nell Montgomery 
Garden House at Fairchild 
Garden”  
– I could find no image or 

painting of this palm (Bob P) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nixon Smiley, Director of FTG, contacted Lee Adams in 1956, 2 years after Fairchild’s death, and proposed the idea of Adams starting a series of palm paintings – to do for palms what he had done for fruits
In 1957 the Adams family spent 3 weeks living in Davis House, during which time he painted his 1st palm paintings. The 1st was Ptychosperma macarthurii, which Smiley loved, but Adams did not like. It was given to Smiley. His 1st painting that he accepted and presented to the garden was Aiphanes acanthophylla. When that was completed, he painted a 2nd Ptychosperma macarthurii (see above right)
These were hung in the Montgomery Library (today’s Gallery building) where they were For Sale for $300, but with no takers. 





Robert H Montgomery Palm Collection 
• Dr. Arthur Montgomery commitment – 1961 

– Commission 20 palm paintings 
• 4/year @ $300 each 

• Palms selected by Dr. Harold E. Moore 
– Cornell University palm specialist 
– Friend of Lee Adams 

• Collection completed in 1966 
– Total: 20 Paintings for $6,000 

• Now priceless 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1957 he was charging $300 for a painting
By 1963 he was charging $500-$800
Because of his longtime relationship with David Fairchild and the garden, he agreed to complete the whole series of 20 palm paintings for $6,000 ($300 each) 



Florida Pavilion – NY World’s Fair 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Transportation Mural”  in Flroida Pavilion at 1964 New York World’s Fair: Flushing Meadow’s Park
Key sculpture was the “Unisphere” – a colossal steel sculpture of the world – which is still in the park
The famous Michaelangelo “Pieta” was the star of the world’s fair
Inside the Florida Pavilion was a porpoise pool, an orange grove, and a scale model of a rocket-to-space launch site. Scattered about the walls was a panoramic succession of painted murals, each uniquely depicting an aspect of past and present Florida life. Scenes captured in the murals included: Native Americans in pastoral Florida landscapes, cowboys and cattle grazing in fields and rockets taking off from the Cape.



Beach Scene 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Oil on canvass
Private collection



Jean Ribault Landing at Fort Caroline 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Originally commissioned for the Sears building in Jacksonville
Now housed at LaVilla School for the Arts
He seldom painted people




Raphia farinifera 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1963 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common name: Rafia palm
Native habitat: the edges of rivers and lakes in Madagascar and East Africa. 
A very spectacular palm, with a trunk to about 10 m. The leaves up to 20 m long, (amongst the largest in the plant kingdom), point almost upright. The stems are monocarpic (flowers once then the palm dies).
These palms are the source of raffia fibre, which is made from the leaf bases.



 
Hyphaene thebaica  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1962 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common Names: Doum Palm, Gingerbread Palm
Habitat: Coastal north-eastern Africa; Open grasslands, and desert.
A very distinctive fan palm which is one of the few palms which branches
The ancient Egyptians buried large numbers of this species fruits in the tombs of their pharao’s
Inside the fruit is a central core of vegetable ivory




Caryota urens 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1962 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common names: Fishtail Palm, Jaggery Palm, Toddy Palm
Habitat: forests of India, Sri Lanka, and Burma.
These palms are monocarpic. They flower from the top down, and once the last fruit on the bottom inflorescence matures, the plant dies, but it constantly srouts new trunks from rhizomes below ground level, so it spreads




 
Phoenix 

dactylifera*  
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
* This painting is possibly Phoenix reclinata
Common Name: Date Palm
Habitat: although its place of origin is unknown because of long cultivation, it probably originated from lands around Iraq.
Date History: Dates have been a staple food of the Middle East and the Indus Valley for thousands of years. They are believed to have originated around Iraq, and have been cultivated since ancient times from Mesopotamia to prehistoric Egypt, possibly as early as 4000 BCE. The Ancient Egyptians used the fruits to make date wine, and ate them at harvest. There is archaeological evidence of date cultivation in eastern Arabia in 6000 BCE.



Ptychosperma 
macarthurrii 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1st palm painting completed – 1957 – while spending 3 weeks at Davis House; Rejected by Adams and given to Nixon Smiley
2nd version, above right, accepted into Fairchild Garden’s collection – 1957
Common Name: MacArthur Palm
Habitat: this species is found only in tropical Queensland, Australia




Arenga engleri 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
Common Names: Formosa Palm, Taiwan sugar palm, Taiwan arenga palm, Dwarf sugar palm
Habitat: open forests in Taiwan and the Ryukyu Islands.





Cocothrinax 
argentata 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
Common Names: Silver Palm, Silver Thatch Palm, Silvertop, Florida Silver Palm
Habitat: Southeastern coast pine rocklands and Keys of Florida, and the Bahamas, in open forest often close to the coast.
Main food for Key deer



Livistonia 
chinensis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
Common Name: Chinese Fan Palm (lines Bailey Palm Glade on both sides sloping downwards toward Glade Lake)
Habitat: Open forest on Japan, Taiwan, and the Ryukyu Islands
An attractive, solitary, fan palm to about 10 m with distinctive drooping tips to its leaves. It gets large bunches of blue fruit. 





 
Nypa fruticans 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1961 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: the Mangrove Palm
Habitat: The palm grows as an undershrub, infrequently as a tree, or can dominate in mixed forest. The species' 'ecological climax' appears to be in pure stands on islets in the main channels or low flats on the inside of river meanders where fine, rich silt deposits occur. These deposits are replenished frequently by floods or wet season run-off from nearby rivers. The most critical environmental condition for Nypa is the percentage dilution of the sea-water by seaward flowing fresh-water. Nypa does not require saline conditions at all as the luxuriant stands in pure fresh-water indicate; the palm is tolerant of an average low salinity, the salt-water tides being crucial for seed dispersal and deposition of silt. 
Nypa for many years was thought to be a mangove, but it is not a mangrove in the strict sense, as it does not exploit truly littoral environments nor can it tolerate inundation with undiluted sea-water for extended periods.
An attractive, solitary, fan palm to about 10 m with distinctive drooping tips to its leaves. It gets large bunches of blue fruit. Open forest on Japan, Taiwan, and the Ryukyu Islands
Only palm suited to mangrove biome




Gaussia maya 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1961 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Maya Palm
Synonym: Opsiandra maya
Habitat: An emergent palm of Central American rainforests.




“Lee Adams, ‘The Audubon of Palms’ 
Wins Plaudits at Celebration” 

• 25th anniversary annual meeting 
• Permanent exhibit of 10 palm portraits 

– Half of the 20 that will complete the collection 

• Robert H. Montgomery Palm Medal 
– For his work on palm portraits 
– Awarded by Dr. Harold E. Moore, Jr. 

• Director of Bailey Hortatorium, Cornell University 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fairchild Tropical Garden Bulletin, April 1963



 
Rhapis excelsa 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
Common Name: Broadleaf Lady Palm
Habitat: probably China, Taiwan 



 
Zombia 

antillarum 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1963 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Zombie Palm
Habitat: endemic to the island of Hispaniola in the Greater Antilles. Usually found in dry, hilly areas of northern and southern Haiti and the northwest of the Dominican Republic.
The plant is a popular ornamental and is valued for its unusual appearance, low maintenance requirements, small stature and salt tolerance, and is recommended for low-maintenance landscaping in South Florida.
Fabienne Boncy Taylor and Joel C. Timyan explored the connection between the "zombie palm" and beliefs about zombies. They found that oil extracted from the seeds has been described as a "sense-activator" by one ethnographic source and can be used to "awaken" a zombie, and that a dwelling with thatch made from the leaves of the plant could prevent zombies from being used to spy on its occupants.




 
Chamaedorea 

tepejilote 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1962 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Pacaya Palm
Habitat: Central American rainforest, from Mexico thru to Colombia
The plant is grown as a crop in Central America, where the male inflorescences are eaten either cooked or rawCentral American rainforest, from Mexico thru to Colombia



Dypsis lutescens 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1962 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common Names: Bamboo Palm, Golden Cane Palm, Areca Palm, or Butterfly Palm
Habitat: Madagascar



Copernicia 
macroglossa 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1962 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Synonym: Copernicia torreana
Common Name: Cuban Petticoat Palm
Habitat: Cuba
A spectacular palm, with its crown of stiff, petiole-less leaves, and its skirt of dead leaves




Butia capitata 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting completed in 1963 as stated in the artist’s correspondence to the garden – on file in Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Jelly Palm
Habitat: Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay
It is easily identifiable with beautiful feather palm pinnate leaves that arch inwards towards a thick stout trunk
Butia capitata is notable as one of the hardiest feather palms, tolerating temperatures down to about −10 °C; it is widely cultivated in warm temperate regions. For example, it is commonly grown on the East Coast of the United States as far north as Virginia Beach, Virginia and Seattle, Washington on the west coast
Ripe fruit are about the size of a rather large cherry, and yellowish/orange in color, but can also include a quite pronounced blush towards the tip. The taste is very pronounced, and almost startlingly so on first taste. It's a mixture of pineapple, apricot, and vanilla. It is tart and sweet at the same time.




Phoenix 
canariensis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
Common Name: Canary Island Date palm
Habitat: Canary Is., Norfolk Is., Spain. Phoenix canariensis is endemic to the Canary Islands and occurs, scattered in populations of varying sizes, on all seven islands. 
Within the limits of its hardiness (down to about -10°C), P. canariensis is adapted to more habitats and soils than almost any other palm. This, combined with its relative hardiness to cold, make it one of the most widely-planted palms on Earth. Excellent specimens can be found from London to Sydney, from Honolulu to Pakistan, from Tasmania to Durban, and almost anywhere else with a suitable climate.





Latania loddigesii  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
Common Name: Blue Latan Palm
Synonym: Chamaerops excelsior, Latania glaucophylla
Habitat: Open forest on the Mascarene Island of Round Island in the Indian Ocean
A very attractive solitary, blue leaved fan palm, to about 8m tall.
Seeds have a relief image of a tree on the outside



Latania lontaroides 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Painting probably completed from late 1963 to 1966. It was not one of the 1st 11 completed palm paintings, but all were completed by 1966 according to correspondence in the Bert Zuckerman library. 
Red Latan Palm
The red latan palm is an attractive, medium to large, fan palm restricted to a small strip of coastline on a single island in the southern Indian Ocean. The rounded crown is made up of numerous, two to three metre wide, palmate leaves, while the straight, deep-grey trunk is lined with closely packed rings where the leaf sheaths have fallen away. When young, the stiff leaflets are distinctively tinged with red, hence this palm’s common name, but with age take on a deeper green color. A dioecious species, male and female flowers are found on separate plants
 The Red Latan palm slowly grows to a height of 40 feet. It is very similar to the Blue Latan Palm and the Bismarck palm. This Florida palm has large, fan-shaped, thick, stiff leaves and a rough, slightly swollen at the base, grey trunk. Young species have a reddish coloration, as they grow their leaves lose their color and turn green, but the petioles and the leave margins always stay red. Some species are redder than others



Conocarpas 
erectus 

• Green Buttonwood 
• Related to Mangrove 
• Columbia luecocephala 

– White Crown Pigeon 

• Paintings sold better 
– When animals 

appeared 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commissioned by the Key Largo Foundation; probably painted in 1967 according to documentation in the Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Green Buttonwood; sometimes called “button mangrove”
Habitat: Buttonwood is native to Bermuda, both coasts of south Florida, the Bahamas, the Caribbean, Mexico, Central and South America and the Galapagos Islands. The plant usually grows just inland from the white mangroves. It also is commonly found in a wide variety of inland habitats such as the edges of low hammocks and the borders of fresh and brackish marshes. 
Conocarpus erectus is also found on the other side of the Atlantic along the coast of Africa. The buttonwood in African is thought to have landed there by means of floating fruits.




Hylocereus 
undata 

• Tree Cactus 
• Night-Blooming 

Cereus 
• White, fragrant 

flowers 
• Dragon fruit 

– Red 
– Scales 

Night-Blooming Cereus 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commissioned by the Key Largo Foundation; probably painted in 1967 according to documentation in the Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Night-Blooming Cereus
Habitat: widespread in the American tropics
Blooming Time: In late spring to early summer the very large white fragrant flowers adorn the plant. Individual flower are 14 inches long by 12 across ... very showy! If pollinated, they produce edible red fruits up to 5 inches long.
Round, often red colored fruit with prominent scales. The thin rind encloses the large mass of sweetly flavored white or red pulp and small black seeds



Coccolobo 
uvifera 

• Sea Grape 
• Tropical America & 

Caribbean 
• Wind resistant 
• Salt tolerant 
• Stabilizes beaches 
• Edible fruit 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commissioned by the Key Largo Foundation; probably painted in 1967 according to documentation in the Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Sea Grape
Habitat: coastal beaches throughout tropical America and the Caribbean, including southern Florida, the Bahamas, Barbados, Antigua and Bermuda
Coccoloba uvifera is wind resistant, moderately tolerant of shade, and highly tolerant of salt, so it is often planted to stabilize beach edges; it is also planted as an ornamental shrub. 
The fruit is very tasty, and can be used for jam or eaten directly from the tree



Rhizophora 
mangle 

• Red Mangrove 
• Aerial prop roots 
• Storm surge protector 
• Fish & animal breeding 

ground 
• Key coastal ecosystem 

element 
– Florida, Texas, Louisiana 

• Bird species? 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commissioned by the Key Largo Foundation; probably painted in 1967 according to documentation in the Bert Zuckerman library
Common Name: Red Mangrove
Habitat: distributed in estuarine ecosystems throughout the tropics. They thrive on coastlines in brackish water and in swampy salt marshes. Because they are well adapted to salt water, they thrive where many other plants fail and create their own ecosystems, the mangals
Rhizophora mangle grows on aerial prop roots, which arch above the water level, giving stands of this tree the characteristic "mangrove" appearance. It is a valuable plant in Florida, Louisiana, and Texas costal ecosystems. It provides hurricane surge protection and is a breeding ground for fish including shell fish




November 16, 1971 

“The Fairchild Tropical Garden lost 
two long-time friends in the 
deaths of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 

Adams of Mandarin, FL. Mimi and 
Lee died instantly in an 

automobile accident on Roosevelt 
Boulevard in Jacksonville.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is believed that Lee suffered a heart attack, resulting in his right foot being pressed hard on the accelerator. The car shot forward at high speed and went out of control, leaving the road and hitting a utility pole. The car broke in half. Death was instant. Lee was 49 years old.
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